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Focused and prepared
for the missions ahead
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Avincis invests in future growth with 30 new aircraft
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Supporting the next generation
of HEMS in Sweden
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Southern Europe under pressure:
Avincis responds to an intense wildfire season
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4,975 rural fires and 30,690

hectares burned in mainland

Portugal by 15 July. This was 67%

above the ten-year average and

) the third-highest burned area for
previous seasons that a the period since 2016. The sharp

fast, decisive response in increase was largely driven by July,
WKRVH ¢ UVW PR P H@i¥cceumeg for more than half

PDNH DOO WKH G L cOts ppessPyned area.
The fire that began in Vouzela

Luis Santos, Canadair Captain, Avincis Portugal spread into Oliveira de Frades,
Tondela and Agueda, causing
extensive damage to forests,
businesses, agriculture and
natural heritage. Conditions

“Portugal still has vast
areas of forest at high
risk ... We've learned from

Portugal: an exceptional esca-
lation in July

deteriorated again in late July, when

Four Avincis aircraft are currently
supporting firefighting operations in
Portugal.

The country had already
experienced a demanding start to
the year before the main summer
season. Official ICNF data recorded

simultaneous major fires affected
Braganca, Guarda, Braga and
Santarém, mobilising more than
1,000 firefighters and substantial
aerial resources.

Faced with an exceptional level

12

of risk across the country, Portugal
requested support readiness from
the European Union, Spain and
Morocco and extended a national
alert across several districts. The
response illustrates the growing
importance of international
coordination and the ability to
reinforce national resources
when multiple incidents occur
simultaneously.

Italy: high activity well before
the traditional peak

Italy has also experienced an unusu
ally intense year. Between 1 January

and 19 July, Avincis crews com
pleted 2,776 hours aof firefighting
flights, compared with 1,791 hours
during the same period in 2025 —
an increase of approximately 55%.
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The number of missions rose
from 765 to 1,145, an increase of
almost 50%. April and May saw
exceptional activity in Tuscany
and Piedmont, creating a clear
operational peak well before the Readiness built around people
traditional summer fire season. By Behind every flight hour is
19 July, missions during the month a much wider operation. Pilots
were already 65% higher than at the and crews in the air depend on
same point in July 2025. engineers, technicians, planners,

EFFIS had mapped approximatelylogistics teams and operational
9,339 hectares burned in Italy coordinators to maintain availability
during 2026 in fires of around across an extended and fast-

30 hectares or more. During July,  changing campaign.

extreme temperatures contributed The pace is intense, but urgency
to simultaneous fires across several must never override sound
regions, with particularly serious judgement. Low-altitude flying,
activity reported in Sicily and further smoke, heat, mountainous terrain
incidents in Sardinia, Calabria, and multiple aircraft working
Molise, Puglia, Umbria and Tuscany.around the same fire make aerial

The early peaks in Tuscany and firefighting one of the most
Piedmont, followed by intense demanding missions in aviation.

that the operational pattern is no
longer confined to a predictable
geographical area or a short
seasonal window.
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summer activity further south, show As the season continues,

Avincis teams will remain focused
on supporting customers and
communities with flexibility,
professionalism and discipline. The
operational figures demonstrate

the scale of the response, but

the priority behind every mission
remains unchanged: bringing every
crew and every aircraft home safely.

“Italy is a model for its
FDSDFLW\ D AHHW
Canadair aircraft, two
made available to the
RescuEU programme.”

Fabrizio Majerna, Canadair Commander
and Safety Manager, Avincis Italy
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Avincis and De Havilland Canada strengthen their partnership
to support waterbomber fleets in Europe and Morocco
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Avincis Safety Forum 2026 highlights the power
of collaboration, culture and continuous learning
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Celebrating excellence at the 2026 Avincis Awards in Alicante

The 2026 Avincis Awards brought colleagues together in Alicante for an
evening dedicated to recognising the people who make a difference across
our business every day.

The awards celebrated individuals whose INTRODUCING OUR 2026 WINNERS!
professionalism, commitment and teamwork continue
to strengthen Avincis across every region and SAFETY AWARD
function. From frontline crews to operational support Mattias Hansson, Line Technician (Norway)
teams, the evening highlighted the extraordinary
talent, dedication and expertise that underpin our Mattias exemplifies what it means to put safety first
mission-critical services. every day. In his roles as Line Technician, Base

The Avincis Awards were created to recognise Manager, and Safety Representative, he approaches

employees who consistently demonstrate our values safety not just as a requirement, but as a mindset that
and contribute to excellence across the business. The shapes every decision. His ability to anticipate risks

programme shines a spotlight on achievementsin ~ and promote best practices has a strong and visible

safety, operational performance, collaboration and impact across teams.

innovation, while also recognising those who inspire By leading through example, he fosters a culture

others through their actions and leadership. where safety is shared, discussed, and continuously
This year's ceremony once again reflected the improved. His professionalism and genuine care for

breadth of talent across the Group, with colleagues  others make him a trusted point of reference and a key

from multiple countries and operations recognised contributor to a safer working environment.
for their outstanding contributions over the past year.
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VALUES AWARD workflows, and strengthened data protection, while
Fariha Mahmud, CAMO making DCI meetings easier to manage. The result is
Technical Records Administrator (Italy) a tangible improvement in daily operations and deei

sion-making across teams.

Fariha brings Avincis’ values to life through her everyday
work. With precision, reliability, and a strong sense of PERFORMANCE SUPERSTAR AWARD
responsibility, she consistently delivers high-quality results ~Alfredo Prada, Head of Controlling (Spain)
while supporting her colleagues with a collaborative and
positive approach. Alfredo stands out for his consistent performance,

Her attitude creates an environment built on trust, accuracy, and strong sense of ownership. Through his
stability, and mutual respect. Through her actions, she leadership in financial controlling and his commitment
helps foster a workplace where people feel supported, to planning and budgeting, he plays a key role in

valued, and empowered to perform at their best. supporting clear, disciplined decision-making across
the organisation.
INNOVATION AWARD He has also contributed significantly to the
Cecilia Castafieda, Executive Assistant (Spain) implementation of SAP, enhancing coordination,
transparency, and alignment between teams. His
Cecilia demonstrates how innovation can translate collaborative mindset helps drive solutions and
into practical and meaningful impact. By leading the supports sustainable progress across the business.

transformation of the DCI (Daily Check-in) process in
Iberia, she introduced an automated solution that is more
efficient, secure, and aligned with operational needs.

Her work has improved traceability, streamlined
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The four key pillars supporting Avincis' HEMS capab ilities

HIGHLY QUALIFIED
PERSONNEL

Multidisciplinary crews
trained to deliver
advanced medical care

under pressure

COMPLEX RESCUE
CAPABILITY

The ability to reach
inaccessible locations
and perform technically

demanding missions

INNOVATIVE FLEET
AND EQUIPMENT

Modern aircraft equipped
with cutting-edge

life-support technology

RAPID RESPONSE

Minimising time to
treatment through
speed, coordination and
operational readiness
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From Ski Slopes to HEMS:
Meet the Pilot Behind the AW169

Anna Jonsson, Avincis HEMS pilot
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Continual renewal - new aircraft for the HEMS fleet

In order to maintain the best

fleet in Europe, we are always
ready to bring our customers the
latest technology to support their
operations. In May 2026, we

took delivery of a new five-bladed
Airbus H145 helicopter, which has
entered service with HELI — South
Tyrol Air Rescue ODV.

This follows the renewal of
our contract with South Tyrolean
partner, HELI — South Tyrol
Air Rescue, to provide a rapid-
response air rescue service in one
of Italy’s most mountainous and
challenging regions.

This helicopter is the first of
three new aircraft that will support
the operation. With this addition,
Avincis now operates 43 H145

30

helicopters globally, including

12 five-bladed variants. In Italy, it
operates 21 H145s, seven of which
are five-bladed aircraft.

Avincis ranks among the top five
operators in terms of flight hours with
the five-bladed H145 and among the
top five in terms of the number of
helicopters for the entire H145 family
(including earlier versions).

This increased capacity will enable
faster response times, strengthen
coverage in remote mountainous
areas and help ensure safety in the
region throughout the year.

Luigi Ambrosini, Managing
Director, Rotor Wing, Avincis Italy,
said: “We welcome the addition
of this new aircraft to our fleet. It
is modern, efficient and offers our

customers exactly what they need
to provide rescue services. We are
delighted to continue our long-
standing contract in South Tyrol with
HELI — South Tyrol Air Rescue.”

Ivo Bonamico, President of HELI —
Elisoccorso Alto Adige ODV, added:
“We are delighted to continue our
collaboration with Avincis, a strong
partner of the association. This allows
us to continue to support the local
population in the best possible way.”

“With the three new rescue
helicopters, we are confident that
the air rescue service in South Tyrol
will remain at the cutting edge in the
coming years, with modern, state-
of-the-art equipment,” concluded
Stefan Viehweider, Director of HELI
— Elisoccorso Alto Adige ODV.
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Karolinska: Fit fo

I Purpose

When Karolinska University Hospital in Stockholm de cided to expand its services to include a

specialised helicopter operation,

Avincis worked wi

th the hospital and Leonardo to develop one

of the most technically advanced, patient-focused m edical aircraft in service.

Created following a hospital-led
tender in 2022, the service is deliv
ered through a partnership in which
Avincis supplies the aircraft, mainte
nance, and pilots, while Karolinska
provides the clinicians and medical
devices. Today, the programme aver
ages between 400 and 500 flights
annually. Missions often require

up to eight hours away from base,
with up to three hours of flight time,
serving a reach that extends across

ECMO and neonatal intensive care,

directly to the referring hospital.

With four specialist medical teams,
the programme ensures that highly
trained clinicians can deliver inten
sive care at any stage of a mission.
As Falk explained: “We are not
just transporting a patient, we are

transporting the ICU itself. The

patient enters our care system the

moment we arrive at the remote
facility, not the moment we admit

Scandinavia and into the Baltic Statethe patient into our hospital in

as well as Northern Europe.
From the beginning, Lars Falk,
Karolinska’s Medical Director,
insisted the programme be built
around patient needs, not aircraft
availability. “You don't start with

“You don’t start with a
helicopter; you start with
the patient’s needs.”

Lars Falk, Medical Director, Karolinska

a helicopter; you start with the
patient’s needs, otherwise patients
die,” he said. That philosophy
shaped every design choice, ensur
ing that patients receive a higher
tier of treatment within minutes of
the team’s arrival.

The Karolinska AW139 aircraft
was designed to bring advanced
treatments such as ventilation,

32

Stockholm.”
Today, Avincis operates two

its optimal cruise speed of 140 knots,
the aircraft provides a crucial time
and endurance advantage over other
platforms. Equipped with a Full Ice
Protection System (FIPS), it can safely
fly in conditions that would ground
most helicopters. “In the winter
months, if you don't have FIPS, you
are simply not available,” explained
Mattias Lind, Karolinska’s Senior Pilot.
‘And for us, availability is everything.
If we cannot say yes to a mission
because of weather, then we have
failed our promise.”

The AW139 combines the space,

AW139s on behalf of Karolinska. Thepay|oad1 and onboard power neces

choice of aircraft was deliberate.

sary to run ICU-level equipment with

When evaluating options, Karolinska out compromise. In Falk’s words, “We

prioritised speed, range, cabin
space, and reliability in the harsh
Nordic climate. The Leonardo

needed a helicopter that could handle
both the patients and the systems we
bring with us. The AW139 was the

AW139 met those criteria well. With  first aircraft to truly fit that need.”
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Pioneers in Mobhile ECMO

Karolinska has established itself
as a pioneer in Extracorporeal
Membrane Oxygenation (ECMO)
treatments, as well as in ECMO
transfers. In a nutshell, an ECMO
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machine oxygenates the patient’s
blood outside the body while tem
porarily supporting heart and lung
function., similar to how a dialysis
machine cleans the patient’s blood
while it is outside of their body.
The hospital first began ECMO
treatments in 1987 and launched
mobile ECMO in 1997, refining
the process over the decades. Few
hospitals worldwide have attempted
helicopter ECMO transfers with the
same level of consistency and high
degree of success. As Falk empha
sised, “It’s not just about transport
ing a patient who is already on
ECMO. It’'s about going to a hospi
tal that cannot provide it, initiating
ECMO on-site, and then safely
managing the patient in the air.”
On average, Karolinska flies
ECMO missions nearly twice per
week. These missions require a

| FEATURE - HEMS

level of capability far beyond
conventional patient retrieval and
transport, even by ICU standards.
“Every time we land,” Falk
reflected, “we bring the hospital
with us. That's the difference, and
our AW139s, pilots and medical
teams are what make it possible.

“We are not just
transporting a patient, we
are transporting the ICU

itself. The patient enters our
care system the moment we
arrive at the remote facility,
not the moment we admit the

patient into our hospital in

Stockholm.”

Lars Falk, Medical Director, Karolinska
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SPAIN

29,540
FLYING HOURS

PORTUGAL

CHILE

420
FLYING HOURS

GREECE

140
FLYING HOURS
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17,864
MISSIONS

195
MISSIONS

78
MISSIONS

35



Avincis expands air medical network
across Castilla y Ledn

Operational capacity in Catalonia strengthened
with second Avincis helicopter
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Avincis strengthens emergency medical air
services across the Canary Islands



Avincis showcases aerial firefighting capability in Portugal
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Avincis strengthens operational standardisation
through international training forum

Avincis has reinforced its commitment training centre in Oslo, where Martino Franchini and Stefano Min
to operational excellence and har Avincis Group Flight Operations  gazzini. Discussions focused on
monised training standards through  and Standards Director Alex Stobo instructor selection, competency
a fixed-wing training and standards  outlined the Group’s priorities: frameworks and modern teaching
forum held on 3—-4 February. closer operational alignment, stron methods, moving beyond flight
The two-day event brought together ger integration of standards, and  hours alone to assess capability
training and operational leaders from continued use of evidence-based and performance.
Norway, Spain and Italy to align training to enhance safety and risk ~ The workshop confirmed that
practices and strengthen a unified management. standardisation is not only a tech
approach to flight operations across Participants included Norwegian nical requirement, but an evolving
diverse mission types, including air  training leaders alongside Spanish culture built on consistency, learn
ambulance and firefighting. and Italian colleagues, with Italy  ing and continuous improvement
The workshop opened at the CAE represented by Valerio De Martino, across Avincis operations.
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Avincis Italy achieves NDT certification First Italian Canadair CL-415 repainted as part
of a fleet modernisation programme

Avincis at Verticon 2026

Avincis was present at this year'sshowcased the breadth of the sector.
VERTICON, which was held in Major manufacturers, including
Atlanta, USA. VERTICON is oneAirbus Helicopters, Leonardo
of the largest gatherings in the Helicopters and Bell, were also
vertical aviation industry. The  in attendance. Seven Avincis
scale of the event is significant, colleagues were on the ground,
bringing together over 648 meeting partners and strengthening
exhibitors, around 12,850 connections across the global
attendees and visitors from moreaviation community.
than 80 countries.

With 64 aircraft on display, some
flown in, others transported or
assembled on-site — VERTICON



Avincis showcased its emergency aviation expertise
at Pilot Expo in Brussels

Avincis expands Helicopter Emergency Medical
Avincis’ Services in Greece for second consecutive year
iInaugural
Hackathon



Keeping aircraft in the air: strengthening
Avincis’ supply chain for the future




